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STATE OF TEXAS  )  PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT 
    )            
COUNTY OF EL PASO ) 
 
 
 THIS CONTRACT is made this 15th day of June, 2004 by and between the CITY 

OF EL PASO, a home rule municipal corporation, hereinafter called "City", and BRUCE 

PONDER, hereinafter called "Contractor", witnesseth: 

 WHEREAS, the City Charter of the City of El Paso in Sec. 6.1-17 provides that the 

Civil Service Commission (Commission) will appoint a Hearing Officer(s) to hear appeals; 

and 

 WHEREAS, Civil Service Commission Rule 1, Section 6, provides that such 

Hearing Officer(s) will have knowledge, skills, training and experience in the field of labor 

relations; and 

 WHEREAS, the Commission has determined that Contractor is qualified and 

knowledgeable in the field of labor relations so as to be able to perform such services; 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the parties do mutually agree as follows: 

1. SCOPE OF SERVICES. 

 The Contractor shall perform the following services under the terms and conditions 

hereinafter stated, and the Contractor hereby accepts and agrees to perform such 

services: 

(a) All duties for the Hearing Officer as listed in Sec. 6.13-7 of the Charter of the 

City of El Paso.  

(b) Keeping current with the law in the field of labor and employment matters, in 

order to be able to render knowledgeable opinions. 

(c) Such other duties as the Commission may determine are necessary or 
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related to the general scope of this contract. 

2. PERIOD OF CONTRACT. 

 The services of Contractor are for the period of June 16, 2004 through September 

15, 2004. 

3. COMPENSATION AND METHOD OF PAYMENT. 

 The Contractor shall be paid on a monthly basis at the rate of $100.00 per hour, not 

to exceed twenty-five (25) hours per month without the prior approval of the Commission 

Chair.  The Contractor shall prepare a monthly statement which shall be paid after 

approval by the Commission.  The City will not pay any fringe benefits.  The compensation 

herein includes all items necessary for the preparation of written opinions by the 

Contractor. Specifically, the compensation herein includes, but is not limited to, any 

research that the Contractor may deem necessary on basic labor law issues.   Should a 

situation arise that calls for research outside the generally recognized field of labor law 

issues, the Contractor may be reimbursed for such research, upon prior approval by the 

Commission Chair for the necessity for such research.  City agrees to provide needed 

administrative support for the Contractor through the Human Resources Department and 

the City Attorney's Office.  The City will provide space for the hearings to be conducted 

hereunder. 

4. REPORTING.   

 The Contractor shall provide periodic reports to the Commission of Contractor's 

analysis, observations and recommendations necessary for carrying out the functions of  

the Hearing Officer. 

5. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
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 The Contractor shall submit his recommendations to the Secretary of the 

Commission within thirty (30) days after completion of the evidentiary hearing or after the 

filing of briefs by the parties, unless the Contractor requests and is granted an extension 

by the Commission Chair.  The Contractor shall contact the parties within ten (10) working 

days after receipt of an assigned appeal.  

6. LOCATION OF PERFORMANCE. 

 The place where such services are to be performed is the City and County of El 

Paso, State of Texas. 

7. INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR RELATIONSHIP. 

 Nothing herein shall be construed as creating the relationship of employer and 

employee between the parties.  The City shall not be subject to any obligations or liabilities 

of the Contractor incurred in the performance of this contract, unless otherwise herein 

authorized.  The Contractor expressly agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the City for 

any or all liabilities and obligations incurred due to any breach of contract or negligent acts 

or omissions, or other defalcations on the part of the Contractor. 

8. LAW GOVERNING CONTRACT. 

 For purposes of determining the place of the contract and the law governing the 

same, it is agreed that this contract is entered into in the City of El Paso, State of Texas, 

and shall be governed by the laws of the State of Texas.  Venue for all purposes shall be 

in the courts of El Paso County, Texas. 

9. TERMINATION. 

 Either party may terminate this contract without cause after thirty days written notice 

to the other party of the intention to terminate. Should the City have cause to terminate this 
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contract or should the Contractor breach a term of this Agreement, the contract may be 

terminated immediately upon notice to the Contractor. 

10. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.  

 This contract constitutes and expresses the entire agreement between the parties 

in reference to the professional services of the Contractor for the City, and to any of the 

matters or things herein provided for, or hereinbefore discussed or mentioned in reference 

to the hiring of such services; all promises, representations and understandings relative 

thereto herein being merged. 

 WITNESS the following signatures and seals: 

       THE CITY OF EL PASO 

       ______________________________ 
       Joe Wardy 
       Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
Richarda Duffy Momsen 
City Clerk 
       CONTRACTOR 
 
       _____________________________ 
       Bruce Ponder 
       Vendor #121708 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM:   APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 
 
____________________________         
Guadalupe Cuellar     Terry Bond 
Deputy City Attorney     Director, Human Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY THE CIVIL SERVICE 
COMMISSION: 
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By:_________________________ 
                  Secretary 
Date:  6/10/04       










